The "Q" Chart

The Q-chart below gives a framework for creating questions — Start your question with a word from the first column and add a verb from
the top row. The combination you choose will drive your question. For the purposes of your research, you should avoid creating

guestions that lie within the Factual or Analytical boxes on the Q chart. These types of questions are usually easier to answer and do
not require thorough research synthesis.
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Asking Good Research Questions

When you do research, you’re trying to get to the heart of the matter — to think critically about
information and to understand it more deeply than you do now. The quality of your research depends
on the quality of the research questions you ask.

Lower Order Research Questions
Some questions are designed to help you find and understand the basic information — to get your

facts straight. They help you understand the topic more thoroughly. This type of questioning is
essential for understanding the basics of your topic.

Higher Order Research Questions
Some questions help you to take apart the information you have found, explore different aspects of

the problem, see varying points of view, and develop your own opinions. Exploring these critical
thinking questions will take your research to the next level.

Here’s how it Works
As you move down the chart, the type of questions move from lower order (basic essential

understanding) to higher order (critical thinking) questions.
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